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Distribution and habitat. Eucalyptus jutsonii subsp. kobela is known only from Lochada and Karara 
Stations, about 70 km east of Morawa in Western Australia (Figure 1). It is known from two subpopulations 
approximately five kilometres apart, with an estimated 50 individuals scattered over approximately 
one kilometre at the northern subpopulation (within Lochada Station) and only a handful of scattered 
individuals known at the southern subpopulation (within Karara Station).

At both sites the subspecies grows on very broad and subdued rises high in the landscape in deep 
yellow to orange sand. The vegetation is Acacia-dominated shrubland, with scattered associated 
eucalypts including Eucalyptus kochii Maiden & Blakely subsp. amaryssia D.Nicolle, E. leptopoda 
subsp. arctata L.A.S.Johnson & K.D.Hill and E. loxophleba Benth. subsp. supralaevis L.A.S.Johnson 
& K.D.Hill.

Conservation status. The subspecies is known from a single locality spanning approximately five 
kilometres in an area undergoing active mining exploration and development. Further survey is 
required to establish the number of individuals present and the extent of the known subpopulations. 
The subspecies is not conserved and may be under threat from mining-related activity such as roadway 
construction and overburden storage. Recently listed as Priority One under DEC Conservation Codes 
for Western Australian Flora.

Phenology. Poorly known. Likely to be associated with heavy rainfall events.

Figure 3. Habit and habitat of Eucalyptus jutsonii subsp. kobela (Lochada Station, NE of Perenjori, D. Nicolle 4448 
& M. French). 
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Etymology. From the Greek kobele (needle), referring to the needle-like adult leaves of the 
subspecies.

Notes. The two subspecies are distinguished most readily by adult leaf width, but there are also evident 
differences in flower bud morphology and fruit size, although bud shape and fruit size between the 
two subspecies slightly overlap. Subspecific recognition of E. jutsonii subsp. kobela is consistent with 
the relatively minor (albeit conspicuous) morphological distinction of the subspecies, and the slight 
overlap in bud shape and fruit size between the two variants.

The new subspecies is highly disjunct from the typical subspecies, with the nearest populations of 
the latter occurring over 400 km to the east-south-east and centred in the Goongarrie area.

Eucalyptus jutsonii subsp. kobela is distinctive in its extremely narrow and needle-like adult leaves, 
which are on average half the width of adult leaves in subsp. jutsonii. Along with E. angustissima 
F.Muell. (E. ser. Angustissimae Brooker) and E. perangusta Brooker s. str. (E. ser. Porantherae 
Benth.), the adult leaves of E. jutsonii subsp. kobela are probably the narrowest in the genus. Despite 
the distinctiveness of the subspecies for a eucalypt, due to its erect, needle-like leaves, plants are 
inconspicuous in the field due to the superficial resemblance of the crown to that of some Acacia or 
Melaleuca species (Figure 3).

A single individual of the putative hybrid E. jutsonii subsp. kobela × E. kochii subsp. amaryssia 
is known, growing with both the putative parental taxa (Karara Station [actually Lochada Station], 
NE of Perenjori, 26 May 2006, M. French 1795; PERTH).
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